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District Mission Statement: Independent School District 181, in partnership with the community, will ensure all students achieve their individual 

potential by providing the highest-quality programs and resources to prepare learners for an ever-changing global society. 

December 4, 2020 

 

Dear Warrior Families,  

 

As noted in the letters sent November 11 and 18, 2020, I will be submitting a bi-monthly update to families, while in distance 

learning, to keep you informed of district learning model decisions during this COVID-19 pandemic. I begin this 

communication with a sincere THANK YOU to everyone for your role in our recent collaborations. I am very proud of how 

our students, employees, parents, families, and community partners have handled the demands of moving from a hybrid 

learning model to that of a distance learning model. Thank you. 

 

As of this notice, Brainerd Public Schools will continue in the distance learning model until further notice. When making 

this decision, district officials frequently analyze multiple data points to make learning model implementation decisions. 

Since we reported to the Board of Education on October 26, 2020, the following COVID-19 data has been obtained and was 

communicated at the November 30 Board Meeting: 

● Crow Wing County cases per 10,000 people on December 3, 2020 is 198.57 

● Staff Quarantines: 74, Student Quarantines: unknown, due to distance learning 

● Staff Positive Cases: 53, Student Positive Cases: 20 Students  

● Staffing currently affected: Food Service: 7, Paraprofessionals: 9, Custodial: 6 

 

New information includes: 

● Regional Support Team recommendation: stay in distance learning model until at least January 14, 2021.  

● MN Department of Health changes to the Decision Tree used to determine who needs to quarantine and for how 

long following exposure to symptoms of COVID-19. Close contact is now defined as being within 6 feet of someone 

for a total 15 minutes or more in a 24-hour period of time. 

● MSHSL met to develop a plan for reinstating winter athletics/activities, contingent on an executive order extension. 

 

When making learning model decisions, the quarantine and positive case numbers is imperative information to assist the 

district in making learning model recommendations. It is important that families continue to notify Angela Hamilton, 

Brainerd Public Schools COVID-19 Coordinator, of quarantine and positive case information in our student population. 

Please relay this important information to her at covid@isd181.org 

 

We currently have 363 students in emergency care. To accommodate additional requests, beginning on Wednesday, 

December 9, 2020, emergency care sites will be added at Garfield and Harrison Elementary Schools.  More information will 

be communicated to the families of students in emergency care.  

 

As per our district calendar, December 23 is a half day of school; therefore, instruction will be provided on a shortened 

schedule. Teachers will communicate with students what their schedule will be and all instructional services will be done by 

noon. Emergency care will close at noon that day. I will provide an additional update prior to the holiday break. Thank you. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Laine D. Larson, Superintendent 

Brainerd Public Schools - ISD 181 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iYz__TLM-vIbADZqEPkt0_Zb_goNCVSA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
mailto:covid@isd181.org

